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It is that time of year when nature is refreshing and cleaning everything in time for 

the rush and warmth of spring, a time when there is a beautiful blue light, when the 

rain softens harsh surfaces and when there is a sparkle on the frost (if you can find 

it). Indeed, a time of renewal and newness.  Within Focal Plane, we have a message 

from our new President, words of encouragement from a new PSNZ Licentiate, and 

ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ōǳǘΧΧ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ƘŀŘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ ƳƛȄŜŘ up 

text, inserted pages into the middle of other completed ones and started again 3 

ǘƛƳŜǎΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ άƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΗέ  L ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƧŜǘ-lag but I think that would be 

somewhat ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴΗ {ƻ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ άƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿέ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

way! Take care and happy reading. 

Lynda 

 

A few words from the APS President 

Well, ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ о ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ !DaΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΤ 
close on the heels of the AGM was the PSNZ National Convention and I was 

fortunate enough to work on the organising committee under the excellent 
Chairmanship of Colin Kropach. My lasting impression of the convention was how 
the APS Club members rallied around as volunteers during those 4 days and 

contributed to the success it was.   So, thank you to all who answered our call. 
 

 
I consider myself to be following an excellent line-up of past Presidents and a 
special thanks to Karin Charteris, who instigated a number of new initiatives and 

handed the reins of the club over in excellent condition.  

 

This year has seen several new committee members. 
Joseph Aris Aton, who has assumed the role of digital convenor and driver of the 
judging software on competition nights. 

Prue Scott has taken the challenge of organising our monthly workshop nights and 
already has some exciting presentations for us 
Yvonne Lucas has just been appointed by the committee to fill a vacancy caused by 

the resignation of Stephen Long 
These three committee members are also fairly new to the club and will, 

hopefully, bolster the running of the club in coming years. 
Along with these new members, we still have a raft of experience to help guide us; 
Michael Mannion, 2 former Presidents, Roger Hammond and Karin Charteris, and 

we are complemented by the club secretary Estelle Swan and Lynda Leng who is 
also responsible for the excellent publishing of this Focal Plane. Together we have 
a range of knowledge, experience and history of the club to keep a good eye on its 

governance. 
 

Last month, we instigated a major change with the new, fresh look to the club 
website. Many thanks go to Tony Gorham for the hours he has put into the 
website. 

 
As I reflect on the volunteers helping in the success of the PSNZ Convention, and 
the committee working together to run the club, I am always reminded that, 

overall, it is the members who contribute most to  
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the success of any organisation; I see this in several ways at APS. Often it is the 
little things; such as the help in setting up before competition evenings, that go 

such a long way. This is the sort of help that we really appreciate and cannot do 
without. 
 

Lastly, in thanking those who help in the running of the club, thanks are also due 
to John Walrond, Stephen Long, Alistair Young and Ben Ellis who have recently 
άǊŜǘƛǊŜŘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ who had made things happen, many times 

behind the scenes - we owe you all our gratitude, thank you. 
 

So, until next time 
 
Roger Hurley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

,,,,,and, a note from the immediate past President 

 

March 2016/2017 literally flew for me and come AGM 2017 I was left feeling that 

there was still much more, that I would have liked to have done for APS members, 

than that which had been accomplished.  However, it was a fulfilling year 

nevertheless and I felt the year changed me ς in a good way. I hope that feeling is 

shared by APS members too. Thank you for the support and encouragement of you 

all, especially Past President Roger Hammond and the APS Executive Committee of 

2016/17. 

 

Having now passed the reins on to Roger Hurley I feel confident that APS is in good 

ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ L ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ς photographically speaking. A good number were successful in the recent North 

Shore Salon, Natex and the International Salon and the success of the PSNZ National 

/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ нлмт ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘŜƴǳǊŜκōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

overwhelming success due to the selfless contribution and participation of a great 

many members. 

 

I congratulate Roger on taking on the responsibility of being President of APS and I 

wish him all the best and, it goes without saying, my undivided support going 

forward.  

 

Karin Charteris 
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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΧΦ 

We welcome the following new members to APS (apologies to anyone missed from 

this list, please tell me if I have left you out).  It is great to see new members joining 

us and bringing with them their wealth of photographic experiences and passions. 

Andrew Fraser 

Elaine Birk 

Thomas Daniels 

Glen Bittle 

We look forward to sharing images and ideas with you all. 

 

 

Wƻŀƴ /ŀǳƭŦƛŜƭŘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩs new Licentiate members very generously shares her 

photographic quest for Honours with us Χ 

Earning Letters: LPSNZ 

 

My journey with photography goes back many years. From an early age, I have been 

interested in music and art and was aware that photography was part of that genre.  I still think 

of work by photographers who made an impression on me:  Dorothea Lange, Anselm Adams, 

Robert Maplethorpe, Annie Leibovitz, Henri Cartier-Bresson and NZers, Brian Brake, Ans 

Westra, Marti Friedlander and Robin Morrison to name but a few.   

 

So, in the late seventies, I bought an Olympus-OM1 and took a summer school at Elam with 

John Turner.    It was a fabulous course and I still remember a lot of what I learnt, the basis 

of much of photography today. 

 

In 1982, I went through a divorce and put away serious photography until after I retired in 

2010, a decision I now look back on with regret.   I took lots of photos with a small digital 

camera for my job but always felt that if I was going to be serious about photography I should 

use film.  Oh, how things have changed! 

 

I met Lynn Clayton at a function for Kirsty Collister; an APS member who had been living 

in China, and we got talking about photography.   Lynn encouraged me to join APS, which I 

did in 2014.   She reminded me recently that I expressed surprise at the fact that you could 

manipulate photographic images,  I obviously had a lot to learn about this new digital age!   

Monthly APS meetings continue to show me how far I have still to go with my photography 

- there are so many creative photographers in the Club. 

 

It was Lynn who suggested I try for my LPSNZ and I am grateful to her for the 

encouragement, I would not have done so without it.  She also encouraged me to submit my 

portfolio printed and mounted. 

 

Preparation for my portfolio started in early January and was up against a deadline of a trip 

to the South Island in early February. The Licentiate portfolio does not require a theme but 

the photographs had to link in some way.   I ran off post card sized photos and from a group 

of approximately 80 photos, 10 were chosen. 

 

The chosen images had been taken over a period of 4 years - 8 had been submitted in APS 

monthly competitions.  Once the 10 had been selected, I went through the process of printing 

and mounting, continuously stressing about whether they were good enough.  The time-

pressure was good for me, I could not procrastinate.  The worst part of the process was, while 

admiring my work with a friend, I dropped a group of 4 in a plastic bag and damaged their 

corner mounts so had to get them redone ï more time lost and our friends from Canada had 

arrived for the SI trip.   

 

Once the photographs were submitted, I stopped worrying and went off on a fabulous trip to 

Otago, Milford Sound and the Catlins.  It was when the time came for the results that I really 

started to worry as I had heard rumor that the judges were quite demanding.   When the results 

did arrive (earlier than I expected) I was surprised at my relief and excitement with the 

positive result. 

 

So, will I try for the higher level?  Maybe, but at the moment I am enjoying having passed 

this test.  
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                                    1 Stil l Life with Passion Fruit  

                                    2 Autumn in Cromwell 

                                    3 Sunrise at Bryce Canyon 

                                    4 Sunset over Auckland 

                                    5 Grand Central Station, NYC 

                                    6 Autumn in Vermont  

                                    7 The Golden Door, Alhambra 

                                    8 View to the Street, NYC 

                                    9 Mirror Image, Grand Central  

                                  10 Street View, Barcelona 

 

 

  7                  

8       

 

 

   

                                                                          10                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Joan Caulfield 

 

Thanks for sharing Joan and congratulations. 
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It is an oft-ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άǿƘȅ belong to PSNZ? Is there any point when I am 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴ !t{ ƳŜƳōŜǊΚέ  aƻƛǊŀ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ΧΦΦ 

 

The PSNZ Family 

             
 
In the 65 years that the Photographic Society of New Zealand has been operating, 

the benefits of joining and becoming a member have not really changed.  When 
the Society was originally formed, with just 100 or so members, the reasons to join 
the Society were, to share a common interest, education and to have fun. 

 
Many camera club members, who are not PSNZ members often query, why join 

PSNZ or what are the benefits of joining? 
 
Even after 65 years, ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΤ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘat 

much has changed in the world of photography! 
 

So, what are some of the other benefits for members? 
 
 

You get: 
Discounts for Society activities - when available for special workshops, society 

events such as early bird registration for national convention and some 
international competitions. 
 

NZ Camera - a membership entitles you to a complimentary copy of the NZ 
Camera publication, and the ability to submit your images for selection to be 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 
Regional Club meetings - you can participate in any club meeting that you want, 

anywhere in the country, and be welcomed with open arms. 
 
NZ CameraTalk - ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǾŀƳǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 

format.  This contains Society news, events and some of the best photography 
around - all from members.  You can contribute editorial, photography and if you 
have a business, you can advertise in it. 

 
Achieve a Society Distinction (APSNZ, FPSNZ) - your photography competency is 

recognised and you can display letters after your name.  Achieving a distinction is 
hard work and there are many members who have not succeeded on their first 
ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛǘ 

means the standard is continuing growing higher and higher. There are many 
members who will willingly assist and mentor you.  If you want to have a go - just 
ask! 

 
Exhibit your own work - you have the opportunity every year, to enter the Canon 

National Exhibition (Natex), regional salons and member only online competitions, 
such as Canon Online. 
 

Judge Training Workshops - these workshops are incredibly valuable - ǎƻ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘΦ  
I haven't attended one, but am planning on going to the Auckland one in late 

August.  The workshops are free to PSNZ members, and even if you have no desire 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΩ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
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photography and what other people look for in an image, plus furthering your own 
boundaries. 

 
Access to Member Area - access member only area on the PSNZ website and have 
access to submission forms, many resources such as Help Sheets. 

 
Social Media - stay up to date with the latest Society news on events, activities and 
special offers through the PSNZ member only Facebook page; receive the blogs 

and bulk emails and also receive special offers from industry partners such as 
Canon, Sony, Nikon etc. 

 
As with any volunteer organisation, the Society is only as good as the members 
who support it. Thankfully there are nearly 1300 who do, but when you consider 

the number of camera clubs throughout the country, and the total number of 
members, there is room for growth in PSNZ! 
 

One of the things I enjoy from being a member is the variety of people I meet and 
the many friendships formed through the love and enjoyment oŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ  LΩƳ 

fortunate in that Chris (husband) also enjoys photography, so together we have 
enjoyed some fabulous trips purely for photography, and not necessarily for being 
a PSNZ member.  However, as a member, it often entitles you to enter some of the 

international Salons, and when you meet other photographers at the international 
meetings, they are always keen to learn which organisation you belong to. 
 

The cost of a membership represents good value for money, and if you register for 
a national convention, you automatically save your membership in the reduced 

PSNZ member registration fee! 
 
LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ t{b½ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

on the website at www.photography.org.nz 
Moira Blincoe LPSNZ 

Vice President 
Photographic Society of New Zealand 
APS member 

PSNZ 2017 National Convention 

 

Well. the dust has settled, the money is being totted up and the presentations, 

workshops and field trips are now fond memories. 

 

Looking back over the last couple of years I think that all of the Convention 

Organising Committee had many highs and lows over the long and sometimes 

arduous planning and hosting process.  I think. Though. that we would all agree that 

it was worthwhile and resulted in a great convention which was enjoyed by all of 

the delegates, presenters and workshop and field-trip leaders.   

 

We had wonderful and inspiring presentations from a wide range of presenters, 

Peter Rees who lead us on a journey from fine art to photography, Darren Jew who 

took us underwater with the largest creatures on earth, Stu Robertson shared his 

experiences across the globe with his white rose, Joe Michael showed us that we 

can get icebergs in Auckland, Grant Sheehan who gave us a different perspective on 

New Zealand and lastly Simon Moore challenged us never to say no.  What a 

wonderful and eclectic range of speakers we managed to host over the 4 days of 

the convention. 

 

Other highs had to be the workshops 

and field trips, either lead by our 

keynote speakers or by other 

photographers who were passionate 

around the topics and their art.  

Thanks here to Roger Hurley and Mark 

Burgess for arranging great sessions 

and locations. 

 

http://www.photography.org.nz/
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Timing went very smoothly thanks to Roger Hurley and Joan Caulfield who ensured 

that we ran to time and never missed a beat.  We have now set a benchmark for 

future conventions around running to a plan and time. Joan Caulfield also kept us 

all on the straight and narrow in her Secretarial role at our many planning meetings 

over the two years. 

 

 

Waipuna did us proud with the location, facilities and catering.  We could not have 

achieved all we did without the hard work from Grant Cathro and the Waipuna 

team. 

 

 

The Trade Stands were full and 

our sponsors were offering great 

deals to the delegates.  Although 

the trade stand space was a little 

crowed at times. everyone 

seemed to appreciate the range 

of sponsors and the help that was 

offered by all.  Thanks to Karen 

Lawton for her hard work over 

the many months leading up to the convention in liaising with all of the key sponsors 

and maximising the revenue that we realised.  Also, Karen was responsible for 

coordinating our fundraising activities which also contributed to our successful 

convention. 

 

The Convention handbook was a work of art, thanks to Fruzsina Korosy for her 

design skills and  to Moira Blincoe in managing our communications and marketing 

efforts.   

 

Whilst we were a little disappointed by the final number of delegates who 

registered, there was great attendance at the Natex exhibition which resulted in 

over $400 in gold coin donations. 

 

 
The CRK banquet was a great success with many embracing the Viva Las Vegas 

theme. Thanks to Lynn Clayton, Bev Winstone and Rachel Spillane for their hard 

work in bringing the theme to the great table decorations and overall vibe for the 

evening. 

 

Without the support 

from key PSNZ 

Councilors we would not 

have been able to host 

the successful 

convention that we did.  

Peter Robertson as 

President, Norma as 

Convention Coordinator  
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and Toya Heatly who managed the web site for us. 

Lastly thanks to all the APS members who attended the convention or helped us out 

as volunteers.   44 APS members registered for the convention, significantly  

more than from any other club.  Lastly, although not the key reason for running a 

convention, I am pleased to report that we ran a healthy surplus which will be 

shared on a 50/50 basis with APS and PSNZ. 

 

 

 
 

 

Colin Kropach, Chairman PSNZ 2017 National Convention Organising Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great expectations ς Great successes over the last wee while 

 

Congratulations to all those members who have Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ άƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ōȅ ǿŀȅ 

of submissions into competition or who have held exhibitions over the last couple 

of months. 

 

Liz Hardley and Jo McCarthy were successful in the Canon Online comp. 

 

        Jo McCarthy 

 

 

 

 


